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BIOGRAPHY, 

I  Aft  of  President  Davies, 

^^IIE  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Davies, 

X  liite  president  of  the  collej^e 
of  Xew-Jersey,  was  born  on  the  r>d 
duv  of  Xovember,  A.  D.  1724.  in 
the  county  of  Newcastle,  on  Dela¬ 
ware.  llis  father  was  a  planter, 
who  lived  with  ^reat  plainness  and 
simplicity,  arid  supported  tlie  char¬ 
acter  of  an  honest  and  pious  niau 
to  his  death.  1  lis  motl)er  who  was 
j;reatly  distinguished  for  her  emi¬ 
nent  piety,  some  time  before 
t!ie  conception  of  tins  favorite  oiiiy 
fton,  earnestlv  desired  such  a  bless- 
ing  ;  and  as  she  then  had  only  I>orn 
a  daughter,  who  was  nearly  five 
years  old,  slic  had  special  oc¬ 
casion  for  the  exercise  of  her  iaith, 
in  waiting  for  the  divine  answer  to 
her  petition.  In  this  situation  she 
took  example  from  the  mother  of 
the  prophet  Samuel,  and  \  owed 
a  vow  unto  the  Lord  tliat  if  lie 
would  indeed  give  her  a  man- 
child,  sliewhould  devote  !dm  to 
his  service  ali  the  days  of  Ids  life.''.] 
J^am.  i.  1  1. 

It  may  well  be  supposed,  tliat 
the  parents  received  tnis  child  a: 
from  CJod,  and  that  llu*  mollter  es¬ 
pecially,  v/lio  had  ieaso!i  to  look  up¬ 
on  him  as  a  token  of  t  le  divine  fa¬ 
vor,  and  express  answ'cr  to  licr 


Prayers,  would,  with  the  great¬ 
est  tenderness,  begin  the  rear¬ 
ing  of  this  beloved  plant.  As  there 
was  no  school  in  the  neighborhood, 
slie  herself  taught  him  to  read  :  and, 
although  he  tvas  then  very  young, 
he  is  said  to  have  made  such  profi¬ 
ciency  as  surprised  every  person 
who  heard  of  it. 

IIf.  ccntlnucd  at  liomc  with  his 
pai  eiits  till  he  was  a!)cut  ten  yerrs 
oid,  (luring  .vhich  time  he  appeared 
to  have  rm  remarkable  impressions 
of  a  religious  kind  ;  but  bcliaving 
himself  as  is  common  for  a  spright¬ 
ly  towardly  child,  u.nder  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  pious  exauipie  and  instruc- 
tion.  lie  was  then  scut  U>  an  Kn- 
giish  school,  at  some  distance  froin 
hib  father’s,  where  lia  coniinucd  two 
years,  and  made  great  progress  in 
his  learning  ;  but  for  want  of  the 
pious  instruction  witli  wliicli  he  was 
favored  at  home,  he  grew  some¬ 
what  n.orc  careless  of  tl:e  things  of 
religion. 

It  appears,  tliat  about  this  tim« 
of  life,  careless  as  he  vvas,  he  made 
a  practice  of  secret  prayer,  espe¬ 
cially  in  tl;e  evening.  The  reason, 
(as  he  tells  it  in  Ids  diary)  why  !:e 
was  so  punctual  mi  the  evening  was, 
t!  at'‘  lie  feared  lest  lie  s'  ouid  pn^r- ^ 
hajvi  die  before  morning.”  What 
IS  firihcu'  obscrval)ie  in  his  pravers 
ill  l!ii^  lime  Is,  tl^at  he  was  moic 
ardent  iu  Ids  i.uooHcatIors  for 


'1 

■i 


J'logral'hri, 


introchiccd  iulto  the  gospcl-nliiirstry ,  cd  task  cT  preaching*  the  goibj^c!  to 
than  for  any  other  thing/’  [  l.is  several  coiigrc  gaiioiis  ; 


r>li\  Davies  speaks,  in  a  letter  to 
the  liev.  J.  licilainy  oi\,  the  bt;^te  oi' 
religion  in  Virgiiiia,  of  a  glorious 
ilisplav  of  divine  grace  in  and  about 
Souicritt  county  m  Mra  ylanc!,  of  its 
begiiunng,  as  he  tl/inks,  i:i  the  year 
174  5,  by  tile  inL/islry  of  Mr.  Kob- 
inson,  arc)  of  icS  being  ca’a-i^d  on 


ir.ued  in  this  v.ork  vnvM  t!.c>tr.r 
17r9,‘  when  lie  tvas  elected  j-ixbi- 
denf  Of  thd  college  of  w-Jtusev 
in  the  icon,  of  tfiC  Kcv.  Mr.  Jenu. 
t!ian  l*^4iv\urds.  I  ise  eoliegr,  be¬ 
fore  lie  c?nie,  hail  heen  in  an  nj.- 
iic;]>py  silnaii^jn  ;  ])aitly  owhig 
tliC  ength  cf  ih.at  inclanchcly  pcji- 


by  sundry  ministers  iluit  preached  j  beta  v  en  the  death  ol  prc^icert 

I  w  s  i:.e  e  i  accessjun,  and  partfy 


^  ^  *  I  ^  r  t  t  *  *  'O  •  •  I  \v  Q 

•  C4l>04%  Aivif  ^  ^ 

¥  '  5 

■  (stiys  ile)  iiLoiU  i.vo  iTiontl'.s,  ivhc.r.  ; 

■  tlic  v’orl:  v.'as  al  it's  r.TTtl  •  j 

never  SUM  sneh  a  deep  aprl  spread'  | 
jn.:j  concern  ain-.'nf;  pe<  p’e  in  my  j 


to  ti.e  e  vil  dispositions  laui  pri.cti.cs 
•  a  ic’.v  nieinljtTs  of  iJic  society, 
.'icsidennlioir  died  in  scnteii.bci. 


September, 

I7">7  :  iifid  tdtlicu!jh  IMr.  Ktlnaic's 

life  as  ti  en  turpjarea  aincn;>  t’lein.  j  "  '’>cted  a  lew  days  after,  Kc  thd 
Tiic  asseml>!ios  tvere  ntiinerous,  |  l.imtelt  tl'.c  };ovci'n- 

it  i*H5  in  the  cttlrein'ty  of  !  tO(lo;;e  till  I  ebruai  v, 

a  co!d  winter  ;  and  fret.mon'dy  t'lerc  I.  ’  •  ^  '■*  loitnight  after, 

were  vc 

1  _  , 

distress  or  joy.  O  '•  these  were  i  .  ,  ,  , 

the  liappiest  dars  ti’atever  ntv  eves  i  -“tlti  ci.tl  of  ..iiiy,  1  <  a'J  ;  so 

s  nv,  or  arc,  I  feV,  like  to  see.”  '  ii  i  college  ay  under  tiicobviom 

:Mr.  l>avies  was  there  (and  I  sun-  :  o'‘i^«>*t'iivedcoiuhlioii 


and  about  a  fortpight  after, 

-erv  ihw  among  t!.c-n  t1. at  i'ie  j  which  J.e  ui- 

ve  some  rlain  indicalicris  u;  I  .  »aicb  lonowiug.  Mr.  Dn- 


\y's  was  not  initiatetl  n  lo.s  ofTice 


possne  was  there  us  a  n-inistet 1  vears.  nut  t.u:  pro- 

inlhc  vear  174.piiew'as  !)ut  iwem  |  n»easutes  taken  bypresideniDa. 
tv-one 'vears  of  age.-  However,  he  I"  vies  soon  surmounted  these  disadvan- 


lor  alinsst  two  vears.  But  the 


was  sent  by  t!ie  presbytery  of  New’-  j  a  feu  uiontlis  a  spiiit 

castle  tb  Vir?*inia,  in  the  vewir  1747,  j  ^ n^orality, 


.  ;  AS  I'.ad  been  irsual,  evidently  cliarac 
dlhe  students  of  Nassau-lIiJl. 


when  he  was  but  twenty-three  years  j  * 
of  age.  Here  he’ continued  tiil  t!‘c  j 
year  1745,  wheirhe  was  chosen  by  I  , 

the  syiiod  of  New-York,  at  llic  in-  |  ,  .  continued  president 

stance  of  ilie  trustees  of  New-Jcr-  i  ‘t  'v ere  great  ;  and  bis  r\p- 


sey  college,  as  a  fit  person  to  ac¬ 
company  the  Jlev.  IViri  Cjilh.erl 
Tennent  to  (ireat-ijritri:>‘ and  Ire¬ 
land,  with  a  Mew  of  s'olicidnfg  bwnc- 
faetioiis  for  the  said  cotlegc.  In 
tiiis  mission  he  was  liigldv  success- 
fill  ;  for  to  liis  services,  aildcd  to  the 
]>ious  and*  liberal  charity  of  the 
IViends  of  religion  and  learning  in 
Great-Britain,  received  upon  that 
occar»ion,  does  the  college  ol  New- 
JeVsey,  in  a  great  degree,  owe  its 
}>resent  flourishing  condition. 

On  his  return  home,  l.c  again 
«fitered  on  his  iuLx'r’ious’  arid  beiov*- 


pncation  to  study  was  necessarily 
more  intense  than  that  of  liis  prcclc- 
•eessGVS.  For  he  came  to  h.is  scat  of 
the  Muses  when  its  Icarnine*,  bv  the 
eminent  abiiilies  df  president  Burn 
•was  advanced  to  a  verv  cunsidcra- 
•bic  degree  ;  and  he  had  just  emerg* 
ed  from  a  sea  of  rriinisiciial  labor  in 
various  i)Iaccs,  wbeicin  a  comnion 
genius  would  have  been  able  to  hate 
made  but  little  iniprovrmeiii  in  aca’' 
domical  leurrrihg.  Besides,-  tL® 
speedy  passage  he  made  through 
the  course  of  his  studies,  ])revioas 
to  his  enleiin*^  into  the  miidstiy? 
l.is  sflcr  i.pplici;ticn  tbc  m’:-* 


IMojTrajihy. 


csirr  * 
^  i  J 


necessary  for  so  important  and  ele¬ 
vated  a  situation.  He  was  deter- 
ininod  not  to  de^;rade  his  office,  hut 
to  bo  in  reality  vvdrat  his  station  soj). 
])abcd  him  ;  and  acrordiiu^ly  exert¬ 
ed  himself  to  tl^c  utmost.  'I'he  la¬ 
bors  of  the  day  seemed  to  him 
ratlicr  an  incentive  to  study  than 
rest  in  the  ;  for  he  commonlv 

sat  irp  till  twelve  o'clock,  and  often 
later,  althou:^h  he  rose  by  break  of 
(|;»y.  The  success  was  proportiona- 
ItIc  ;  for,  by  llie  mip:hty  efFerts  of  Ids  \ 
great  genin’?,  and  l)y  diiU  of  indus-  j 
try,  he  left  the  colleger  ot  Xew-Jer- 
scy  at  his  death  in  as  high  a  state  oi 
IKcrary  merit  as  ic  ever  l;adbecn  in 
since  its  first  institulioo. 


Tn7-un  is  reason  to  bciievc,  iliat 
the  intense  application  with  wiiicl^ 
Mr.  Davies  attended  to  the  riutics 
ol  his  office  was  one  great  cairse  of 
Mi  death.  Tl.e  habit  of  iiis  Ix^diV’ 
was  ])Icthoric  ;  ar.fl  it  is  T»ni  to  he 
donijtcd  hut  tliut  i»is  health  foi*  some 
\  eari  had  very  much  depended  up¬ 
on  the  exercise  of  riding,  to  which 
he  was  necessarily  o!)ligcd  w!  l!e  lie 
lived  in  \  irginia.  t’.iough  even  theii  ; 
he  !iad  sew^aa.I  (y:‘\cre  fevers,  sup- 
j:a.n'd  to  arise  principally  IVom  his 
a.pplicacatioii  to  study  in  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  riilh.g  abroad.  \yi'cn  lie 
came  to  the  college  lie  scarcely  used 
any  l)odily  exercise,  save  wliat  was 
re  quired  in  going  from  his  own 
house  to  Xassau-I fall,  which  is  a 
space  ah'O’it  ten  roods,  uve  or  six 
times  a  d.iv. 

In’  tiic  latter  end  of  January,  A. 
D.  !7ol,  a  had  cold  seized  liim,  and 
ir»r  his  relief  lie  was  ided.  Tiie 
smie  day  lie  transcidhcd  for  the 
p:\''.sr,  the  scru;on,  whicli  av as  soon 
after  on  the  death  of  the 

iatc  k  u;;,  and  the  day  after  preach¬ 
ed  twici  in  the  cohege-hall  ;  by  all 
wliich,  i!'.e  arm  in  whicli  he  was 
bled  became  much  inflanicd,  and 
increased  his  former  indisposition. 


On  the  Monday  morning  after,  at 
breakfast,  lie  was  seized  witti  a  vio- 
lent  rhidy  fit,  vvhicii  .was  succeeded  by 
an  hjdamatory  fever,  and,  in  ten  days 
(4lii  i’^ebruary)  brought  oii^tliepcii- 
o:l  of  Ms  iniporlaiit  life. 

Although  prenionilions  of  cicatli 
in  llic  |>i’csent  state  of  the  worltl 
are  seldom,  if  ever,  given  to  man¬ 
kind  ;  aud  tiicy  w.io  arc  flisposccl  to 
interpret  or/linary  occm  rences 
irjto  sucii  preinoiiitious,  when, 
by  .soivicthing  simikir  in  the 
event,  those  occurrences  wouid 
seeoi  as  if  pr?dicti\ c,  generally  dis- 
<x»vc*r  their  weakness  ;  vet  the  cir- 
cumstancLS  efti  e  ceatli  of  cm  emi¬ 
nent  [icrson  are  commonly  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  jaiblic  ;  and  for  tiiis 
reason  it  may  n(>i  be  amiss  to  men- 
lion  an  rnecdotc  AvMcdi  Mr.  Dav  u  s 
more  than  once  tocu  notice  of  in  his 
lai.:  sickn  jivs. 

An  imimate  friend  cf  his,  a  fer/ 
days  be  lure  the  beginning  of  t-iu 
Aoar  in  which  lic.d*Ii  c!,  in  conveis:;- 
ijoii,  told  him  tliat  a  scma.n  would 
!>c  expected  frcni  hhn  (>n  tiic  new-. 
year’s  d.?y  ;  ^  and,  among  oiIiih" 
things,  haj  pr^d  to  mention  that 
the  iatc  president  Durr,  oh  the  hrst. 
dav  of  the  ve.ir  wlicrein  !.e  died, 
[ireacdicd  a  sernioa  fin  Jer.  rncvlii. 
IG.  ThuH  aaith  the  i\i'j  7  car 

t/iou  ahull  die  i  and  after  his  death', 
the  peo])Ie  tofik  occasion  to  say  it 
was  premunilory  ;  uppi^  which  Mr. 
D.  observed,  tiiat  although  it 
oiigdit  not  to  be  viewed  in  that  light, 
yet  it  was  very  remarkable.’’  Whea 
new  -year’s  day  carnc,  he  preached  ; 
and  the  congivgation  w  ere  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  surjndscd  at  lih  taking  liic  same 
text  of  scripture.  Upon  his  Lfdng 
taken  w  ith  Ids  hist  sickness,  about 
three  weeks  after,  he  seen  adAerted 
to  this  cii  cunisiance,  and  riiciuioiicd 
it  as  remarkable  that  1  e  had  been 
undcsigiicdly  led  to  picicli,  as  k 
were,  Ids  own  funeral  sermon. 


2«6 


J^io^ra/ihy. 


Iris  mucli  lo  be  that' 

the  violence  of  the  dUorder,  of 
which  this  excellent  nian  died,  de¬ 
prived  him  of  the  regular  exercise 
of  his  reason,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  of  his  sickness,  otherwise  the 
public  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
gratiliei  with  his  remarks  on  the 
views  of  an  approaching  eternity; 
and  would  have  received  another 
evidence  of  the  superior  excellency 
and  power,  of  that  religion,  whicii 
alone  can  support  the  soul,  and 
mike  the  (otherwise  gloorny)  pros¬ 
pect  of  death  cheerful.  For  the  is¬ 
sues  of  this  decisive  period,  his  life 
h  id  been  eminently  calculated  from 
hk  youth.  It  abundantly  appears, 
tint  from  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  had  continually  maint  ain¬ 
ed  the*  strictest ,  watch  over  his 
thoughts  and  actions,  and  daily  liv¬ 
ed  under  a  deep  sense  of  his  own 
unwQvthiness,  of  the  transcendant 
excellency  of  the  Christian  religion, 
of  the  great  importance  of.a  pa!)lic 
spirit,  and  the  necessity  of  exerting 
it  in  promoting  the  general  good. 
Even  in  his  delirium  his  mind  dis¬ 
covered  the  favorite  objects  of  its 
concern,  the  prosperity  of  Christ's 
church,  and  the  good  of  mankind  : 
his  bewildered  brain  was  continual¬ 
ly  imagining,  and  his  faltering 
tongue  expressing,  some  expedient 
for  these  important  purposes.  ..  ./ 

Im  addition  to  the  foregoing,  ave 
subjoin,  the  character  of  president 
Davies,  as  drawn  by  his  friend  the 
Rev.  David  '  Eostwick.  .  Perhaps 
the  ardor  of  friendship  animated  the 
writer  to  give  rather  a  high  color¬ 
ing  to  sonae  parts  of  the  portrait; 
yot  those  who  -were  best  actpiainted 
with  Mr.  Davies,  will  bear  testimo¬ 
ny  to  the  general  truth  and  accura¬ 
cy  of  this  delineation.]  .  ,  ,  . 

Mr.  Davies  was  a  man  of  such 
uncommon  furniture,  both  of  gifts 
and  grace,  and  adorned  V/ith  such 


— . ”  -  1  •-  '  1 

an^asscniblage  of  aihiable  and  lua- 
ful  qualiUes,  and  each  shining  with 
such  distinguished  lustre  that  it  is  tru¬ 
ly  hard  to  say  in  which  he  most  ex¬ 
celled,  and  equally  hard  to  mention 
o!ic  valuable  or  useful  accomplish¬ 
ment  in  which  he  did  not  excel. 
A*  large  and  c  ipacious  understand¬ 
ing  ;  a  solid,  unbiassed,  and  weil 
regulated  jiulgnient  ;  a  quick  ap¬ 
prehension  ;  a  genius  truly  pene¬ 
trating  ;  a  fruitful  invention  ;  nn 
elegant  taste  ;  were  all  happily  u- 
luicdin  him,  and  constituted  a  real- 
greatness  of  mind,  wliich  never  fail¬ 
ed  to  strike  every  observer  with  an- 
agieeuble  surprise.  ‘ 

To  this  extraordinary  natural 
capacity  wcrc^  added  the  -  improve¬ 
ments  of  a  learned  and  polite  cduca-' 
tion,  which  thoagh  in  the  early  years- 
of  his  study  it  was  embarrassed  will) 
many  peculiar*,  disadvantages,  yet 
by  the  strength  of  his  genius,  and 
dint  of  indcDtigable  application,  was 
cultivated  to  such  a  degree  of  ele¬ 
gance  and  refinement,  that  it  at¬ 
tracted  the  notice  and  admiration  of 
all  tlte  fiiends  of  science  wherever 
ha  was  known. 

*  •  ^  •  •  •  •  . 

And  as  the  powders  of  his  mind 
were  enriched  with  every  valuable 
human  acconipiishment,  so  they 
were  eminenlly  improved  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  and  efficacy  of  sanctifying 
grace  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
they  were  all  sincerely  devoted  to 
the  service  of  Cod,  and  the  good  of 
mankind.  .-In  the  early  stages  of  his 
life,  it  pleased  a  soverrign  Cod  to 
call  lum  effectually  from’  his  natur¬ 
al  alienation,  to  tlje  knowledge  and* 
love  of  himself,,  to  take  a  powerful 
possession  of  . his  heart,  and  seize  all 
the  faculties  of  his  active  aiu!  capa¬ 
cious  soul  for  his  service.  Upoii' 
finishing  therefore  the  course  of  his 
preparatory  studies,  he  entered  m- 
to  the  Sucred  employment  of  the 
gospel-ministry,  and  solemnly  dedi- 


i 


,c  l  hiins-If/witlv  “all  his  superior 
co'.S)  v/ori  of  ihiJ  saactua- 


<{  Iri  exercise  of  this  sacred 
his  ferveat  zeal  uiul  uudis- 
leinhled  piety,  popular  talents  and 
^)j-a/'in:j  methods  of  address,  soon 
aciJired  iiim  a  distinjuiihed  civir- 
artcr,  and  ‘general  admiration. 
Scarce  was  he  known  as  a  puhlic 
preacher  but  he  was  sent,  on  the 
eirnest  application  of  the  people,  to 
io  n.;  of  tlie  distant  setlieniciits  of 
^ir^iiiia,  where  niwiny  of  the  inhab- 
ifinls,  in  respect  of  rc!ii;ion,  were 
lilt  a  small  remove  from  tlie  dark- 
ffi'ssand  ignorance  of  uncultivated 
I  ht;it!ieiusin.  and  where  the  religion 
ofjesui,  wliic'.i  he  endeavored  to 
piopagwite,  had  to  encounter  with  all 
tfio  blindness,  prejudice,  and  enmi¬ 
ty,  that  are  natural  to  the  heart  of 
tSe  m)st  depraved  sinner.  Yet  un- 
4ir  all  apparent  disadvantages,  Ins 
k)ars  were  attciuled  with  .such  re- 
ffiii’kahlo  success,  that  all  opposition 
qtf  .te  I  ti^e  unc  pial  coTnbat,  and 
pve  way  to  the  po.veiTuI  energy  of 
tg  divine  Spirit,*  w hicli  v\'as  gra- 
cl/vidy  pleased  by  his  ministry  to 
ai  1  minv  new  suhjecti  to  the  sj^ir- 
it  a!  kingdom  of  our  glorious  Im- 
ff.anuel. 

I  “The  work  of  the  ministry  was 
Mr.  Davies’  great  delight  ;  and  for 
khe  was  admirably  furnished  with 
tvery  valuable"  qualification  ol  na¬ 
ture  and  grace.  Divinity  was  a  fa- 
rite  study,  in  which  he  made  a 
p  oficiency  uncommon  for  his  years, 
yet  he  generally  prcferretl  the 
t‘f>st  necessary  and  prartical  branch- 
^  ofit,  to  the  dark  mazes  of  endless 
^lontroversy  and  intricate  disputes  ; 
^ming  chiefly  at  the  conversion  of 
^'.ners,  aiul  to  change  the  hearts 
*r>dlives  of  n\en  ’oy  an  aflecting  rep- 
^  sentation  of* the  plain,  but  most 
^^'‘Portant,  interesting' truths  of  the 
and  the  gospel.  His  talents  at 


composition,  especially  for  tl.e  pul¬ 
pit,  was  equalled  by  few,  and  j>jr- 
haps  exceeded  by  none.  His  taste 
was  judicious,  elegant,  and  polite, 
and  yet  liis  discources  were  plain 
and  pungent,  peculiarly  adapted  to 
pierce  the  conscience  and  affect  the 
heart.  Mis  diction  was  surpassing¬ 
ly  beautiful  and  compreiiensivef 
tending  to  make  the  most  stupid' 
hearer  sensibly  feeh  as  well  as  clear- 
ly  understand.  Sublimity  and  elc- 
gatice,  pi.diiuess  and  pcrspicuir v* ' 
and  all  the  force  and  enerriV  that 
tlie  lanjjuaj^t  of  nicriais  could  ccu- 
vey,  were  the  in^-reclienis  of  almost 
every  composition.  His  manner  of 
delivery,  as  u>  pronunciation,  ges¬ 
ture,  and  moduiatiin  of  voice,' 
seemed  to  be  a  perfect  model  of 
the  most  moving  und^striking  orato- 


“  Wiient.veh  he  ascended  t!.e 
sacred  desk,  he  sccined  to  have  not 
only  the  altcr.ticn,  but  ali  tlie  vari¬ 
ous  passions  of  l.is  auditoiV  cntiiely 
at  his  commcind.  And  as  his  per¬ 
sonal  appearance  was  august  and 
venerable,  yet  L'cncvolciit  and  n.ild, 
so  he  could  speak  with  the  mott 
commandinfi:  autlioritv,  or  nieltir;^ 
lendcrnctis  according  to  l’'.c  vaii  • 
tion  of  liis  subject.  AViti'.  v  i  :-*  n  i- 
jesty  and  grdtideur,  with  w  !  :t  l:*  • 
gy  and  striking  sohmu^ity,  vi‘^. 
wlrat  powerful  and  almost  iticsi^  k 
ble  eloquence  woli’d  he  i»aisir:Ut^ 
the  trutlis,  and  inculcate  the  dutie  s 
of  Christainity  !  Mount  Sinai  seem¬ 
ed  to  thunder  from  his  lips,  when 
he  denounced  the  tremendous  curs* 
es  of  the  law,  and  sotinded  the  dread¬ 
ful  alarm  to  guiliy>  seenre,  mipeii’- 
tent  sinners.  I'lu*  solenu)  reercs 
of  the  last  jndgmei'.t  seemed  to  Tnc 
in  view,  wl.en  he  arraigned,  tiicc, 
and  convicted  self-deceivers,  and 
formal  hypocrites.  And  how  d-id 
the  bahn  of  Ciii^ad  distil  from  his 
lips,  u’hen  lie  exhibited  a  bleeding, 
dying  Saviour  to  sinful  moriali,  5 


sovereign  remedy  for  the  woumled  i  es  of  science,  with  all  his  caj)acity 
heart,  and  angnished  conscience  !  »  and  cliliigcncc  lo  ac  quire  new  iiv*.  * 
In  a  word,  w'natever  subject  he  un-  *  provements,  enabled  liini  to  conduct 
dcrioob,  persuasive  eloquence  dwelt  |  the  youth  v  >th  great  advantage 
upon  Wi3  tongue  ;  and  his  audiau-*e  ?  through  i\\e  several  stages  of  uce- 

•  t  •  .T  I  '*!  '  I  *  < 


\v  as  all  attention.  i  Is  spoke  as  on 
tliC  borders  of  eternity,  and  as  view¬ 
ing  the  glories  and  tcri\*rs  of  an  un¬ 
seen  \vorld,  and  c«»nvevod  the  most 
grand  aifccling  ideas  of  these  im¬ 
portant  realitici^  ;  realities  which  he 
then,  firinly  bedoved,  and  which  lie 
no  w  sees  in  the  ciearest  light  of  inlii- 
iiive  demonstration. 

T::e  usual  lustre  with  v'hich 


lie  slione  could  not  long  be  confmod  I  tlnn  laid  in  a  suprcinr  h've  to  (hd, 

^  .  -  ■»  .  1  ^  11  I  _ i  1-  _ V- .  .1  - 


to  Livat  remote  cor.ocr  of  liie  tvorlc!, 
IjuI  ^oon  at‘u’acle<i  the  notice  and  i 


and  that  r.nilisscinhled  piety  in  the 
art  was  the  best  sccuritv  for 


pleasing  admiration  of  men  of  gen-  !  u.,»'lujiyjsi  ^u  every  chiiracler  of 
ius,  learning,  or  piety,  far  and  near  :  j  life.. 
riU  J  tiicrcfore,  on  a  vacancy  at  t!ic  I 
college  cd  Aew-Jersey,  occasioned  } 
hy  i.ie  decease  of  tne  two  former 
presidents.’^  m  a  close  and  awful 
jsncces.sion,  he  was  elected  to  that 
i.mportant  cScc  the  y^tiV  1759, 

‘‘  Distress!  VO  as  it  was  both  to 
Jiim  and  his  people,  united  in  the 
Mrougest  bonds  of  mutual  affect^ion. 
to  thfnl;  ofa  separation,  yet  a  couvic- 
lioii  of  absoiutc  d•Uv^  resulting  froni  \ 

•  * '  t 

the  importance  of  ti-e  station,  from  \ 


It  was  there  fore  his  constant  rr* 
cleavor  to  promote  the  eternal  ls 
well  as  t!n*  tcmpoiMl  good  of  tie 
youth  er.tnisl'ied  to  his  tuition, 
only  by  hjs  fervent  preaching  rnd 
cxeinnlarv  life,  but  bv  incfiicrtin: 
at  the  proner  seasons  the  wortih  of 
their  souls,  and  tijc  vast,  tlic  i;v'> 
prcssi!>!e  importance  ol  tiicir  ever 
lasting  interests. 

o 

Tv  tlic  rovernment  of  the  ro^- 


tlie  Vvirious  concurring  providcnc^JS,  (  Icgc,  \\c  had  the  peculiar  art  of  min' 
Lind  iasiiy,  from  the  unanimous  ad-  !  giing  authority  and  lentiy  iii  such  a 


vice  of  ills  reverend  brethren  con¬ 
vened  in  svnoJ,  determined  him  to 


due  pfoportion,  as  seldom  or  never 
failed  of  its  desired  siicccss.  Hence 


accept  tite  proposal. 


pleasing  were  tne  cvpec 
wuich  we  bei»eiri  inm  enter  into  that 
es^alted  sphere  of  service  ;  yet  I 
TTiav  boldpes  tv  that  ihev  were  vast- 
ly  exceeded  in  every  respect  !iy  the 
reputable  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
clraree  I  the  arduous  trust.  I'he 


il.  Great  and  |  he  v’’as  revere-d  and  loved!  i)y  evorr 
;pectations  witli  j  member  of  that  college  family  o^ef 

which  he  presided. 


His  performances  at  public  vxd] 

!  versary  camrmencemenls,  as  dicjfc 
I  never  iitiled  Uf  do  lioi.or  lo  the  insuf 
j  lution,  so  they  always  surprised  id 


progress  he  made  in  aii  liie  braiich-  !  friends  themselves  (jy  exreedir:.. 

I  far  exceeding,  ir.cir  most  sane«^i^^^ 
*  77/e  Fev.  nuri\  in  exneclutlons. 

J757,  and  the  liev,  A/^.  J'jna^hun  ^ 

2\.dvjardfi^  %v!io  auct  eroded  hbn^  and  | 


r 


“  His  jjootical 


oom[)OsUmn. 


f.r 


died  the  rjinter fjllovn.i'^. 


l;i?  eieiiuiU  taste  for  eultivalinfs  h' 


fill  and  polite  lurratuiT.  And, 

wltiic  he  endeavored  to  improve  t!ie 

ir.iiuis,  he  w  as  not  less  solicitous  to 

reform  t!>e  hearts  and  lives  of  his 

pupilsj  to  make  Ihrin  good  as  wcl! 

greats  and  fit  ll'.ein  for  botli 

worlds.  '  He  kne^v  that  religioM 

was  the  brightest  ornament  of  ti)e 

human,  aiid  tlu^  fairest  fmage  of  the 

j  divine  nature,  tout  all  true  henevo- 
8  • 

!  Icncc  to  men  must  have  i^sfounda- 


r' 


Cynthia  and  Amdia. 


Triases,  ^ave  ^  aclclitioniil  cnibeUsh- 
yiiciiis  U)  tln^se  pCi’loM'iaiiiCCS,  ur.cl 
greatly  iieigliiciiecl  tlic  plctisare  ol 
]jis  crowded  auclilors. 

Hi's  acquaintance  mankind, 
Jiis  easy  and  polite  Lcilauiour,  Lisal- 
fabiiity  and  cuiuiescenticu,  his  mud" 
tsty  and  candor,  his  eni!;iq,in«5  man- 
ner  of  address,  with  his  spng*htiy 
and  eiucrlairilni^  (,oii’/Vr  siiiiom  all 
tiiC  gentling  liuiis  ol'  a  most  hcncvi'- 
*lent  lieart,  rendered  him  f^rcatly  be¬ 
loved  through  tile  large  circle  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  as  greatly  admiicd 
‘even  by  strangers,  wi»osc  occasion-  i 
al  excursions  gave  them  only  the 
oppcrtun’.ty  of  a  tianbicnl  iuicr- 
^iew. 

II\s  iiatund  te  mper,  amiahle  In 
itself,  and  sVfcual  witli  ojM  the 
charins  of  di\iriC  grsce,  leudcied 
l.iiu  peculiarly  dear,  in  all  liic  rela¬ 
tive  cliarucltrs  (if  social  life,  wiietii- 
er  as  an  hn.band,  a  fatlioi’,  a  lUcor, 
•r  a  friend.” 


C:;  n  t:::  d'  Amtiia- 


A  FIlACMLN'r. 


S\vF:r/r  was  the  time  v/hen  I  fiiT.t 
lelt  the  pcv.  cr  of  my  I>a\ loin’s 
sanctifying  grace,  e>aid  Chymij  lo 
Aiiiclia,  as  lirov  wcie  cng'j.''ed  in 
Iriendly  converse  ;  and  sweet  to  my 
sou!  iuivc  I^Licn  his  visils  shit  rr.  'idle 
voild  has  now  lost  its  charniS  ;  it 
ce:'>.cs  to  captivate  my  ahectiens  ; 
my  soul  feels  joys  of  a  kind  superior 
lo  tliut  whudi  K  can  cuminUAVarai 
A  souice  of  [)h‘asare  1  liavc  found, 
wlicncc  streams  of  cnj(>ynicnt  liov, 
of  which  i  may  drink  my  fdl. 

Dear  Amelia,  I  once  thonglit  ps 
you  da;  vhai  no  s..d.:>!'acliun'sur;.Ms  s-' 


cd  that  derived  from  tiiC  pleasincs’ 
(d’iife.  No  one  had  a  high.er  ulith 
for  those  plcasines-'k-N'o  one  j  ui  su¬ 
ed  them  with  eieater  avidilv,  oj\ 

f )  y  I  • 

perhap'',  enjoj  ed,  in  greater  perfcc- 
liiUt  hapidoes  which  ti.cy  can 
aliord.  lint  tiiey  satisly  net' ;  they 
arc  Hv^eting  ;  as  t!m  dew  passes  a  - 
wayhcfoie  the  ctiVlgerit  bcaii*s  of 
the  sun  ;  so  do  ill  the.c  pleasinis 
jrass  away  before  the  beanis  of  tlic 
Sun  of  Iiightecusness,  whicli  si. mo 
upon  my  soul.  ]>ut  iliy  oyc,  dear 
Amelia*, ■  oft  drops  the  tear,  when 
hjv  niii.J  rcuccts  on  the  tin  e  mi:'- 
spci.t  in  tiicir  pin  suit  ;  my  l:cai  t 
sometimes  leproacl  es  n»e  ;  my 
guilt  oft'  stares  liic  in  th’t5  luce,  he- 
causc  of  my  kiiid  Redfcmcr.  Hot 
1  Iruv.t  l.e  has  mrjtivcn  me  ;  I  iinst 
his  mercy  has  tiiamphed  c.vcrihy 
I  oliSihuK  V  and  given  n  c  a  tir!e  to  c- 
j  tcinal  liic.  Oli  !  ^sl.aIl  J  teil  l  ow 
he  met  iiic  ?  J  to  great  la  i. ii 
cv  !  In  the  midst  of  gay  ciiclcs, — ' 
liuUcring  in  the  ball  rof  m  ;  in  the 
rliidit  of  riclics,  chrerfui  prospcctJ> 
and  (i:^ng^.ts,  IiOav  ' often  did  my  con¬ 
science  !(‘;;Voach  me  !  How  (dtvrv 
did  i  e  warn  nic  I  'hhen  uViliai  py  . 
'  ami  miserable,  I  sighed  lor  t!:e  !<:uc- 
le  cot  <d’  the  pearaut,  or  the  solitai  v 
nhice---a  retreat  from  these  guefics. 
'rhesc  things,  tl  onglu  I,  v.  ill  net 
bear  the  jmre  eyes  of  the  Judge  of 
all.  If  I  sl'ould  tl'.en  plcaci  my 
yciitli,  my  lively  disposition,  ardthe 
consoqueiU  tewiiViations  winch  I 
am  peculiarly  cxposcad,  tl.ey  win 
not  answer.  t!«tric:l  justice  i.shisai- 
InbiUc.  I'he  s<n]l  that  slimclh  it 
sliah  die  ;  but  tliose  that  l)ciieve  in 
riii’h'it  sha!!  be  saved.  Can  I  tl  i  ri 
be  saved  tiidiight  1  ?  1  am  a  iraa^r 

lyriev ions  sinner— cdndem.U'/cl  by 
the  law-^' 

T'/nj  Ti.n'uth  U('s  /imiivy  on  r?!u  ac.v/. 

And  ^u'ovos  o\  r  me  rcLA 

I  said  to  C(Hh  if  tl.ou  caiist*  be  irr^ 
iious  slid  !  1  lca\r  ijv  '  ..in 


Cynthia  and  Amctiat^ 


my  companions,  nVy  worldly  hopes, 
pcradventiire  said  I,  the  Lord  will 
be  gracious  ;  1  was  cast  out  hi  the 
open  iicl(i  ;  exposed  to  destr.uclion  , 
ready  to  perish  ;  b‘it  the  Lord,  and 
the  Lord  alone  took  me  up.  The 
time  of  Ids  pusriiig  was  a  time  of 
!ovc.  For  his  incrcv’s  sake  he  sav- 
ccl  me — he  poured  tnh  balm  of  con¬ 
sol  .tion  into  mv  wounds  ;  he  bound 

•  I.  ,  ^  ¥ 

t-’.eui  11’) — lie  tnbllifiecl  tiiem  Avith 
bi'Uriierit.  My  licarl  rejoiced  in 
Ilia  goodness  ;  and  lie  cnubled,  me 
lo  give  liiin  all  tlie  glory.  With 
joy  I  attended  to  his  ordinances, 
wiiich  before  I  esteemed  fit  oiilv  tor 
the  enthtisiaslic  .and  superstitious 
; — Tliesc,  dear  Amelia,  of  which 
jpei  liaps  you  fonr.  the  same  idea  that 
1  did,  are  sweet  to  rny  soul,  as  a 
means  ofi  drawing  near  to  God. 
Oil !  how  much  to  be  nn^.sed  above 
those  worldly  schemes  of  pleasures 
w  liich  I  once  esteemed  !  And  now 
with  complacency  I  look  forward  to 
death,  judgment  and  eternity. — 
Tiicsc  things  strike  no  dread  to  my 
mind,  but  often  arc  the  subjects  of 
joy  and  rejoicing.  For  all  this,  to 
Clod  is  tlie  glory  to-  be  given. — 
Fear  hot,  Xmeliu,  to  believe  and  to 
trust  tlie  words  of  eternal  life — 1 
may  say  with  the  apostle  :  What 

we  have  seen  and  heard  that  de¬ 
clare  we  unto  you.’’  I  feel  the 
po^ver  of .  truth — 1  know  it  is  from 
God.  Peace  is  upon  you — liappi- 
mess  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory 
your  reward,  when  you  put  away 
the  evil  of  your  doings  ;  when  you 
repent  of  your  sins  in  sincerity  and 
truth ;  wdicn  you  leave  all  for 
Clirist  ;  wiien  you  are  created  in 
him  unto  good  works.  Strength  to 
do  all  this  comes  from  him.  Prayer 
is  the  means  to  obtain  it.  Pray,  my 


Amelia^  for  tne  spirit  of  grace  ;  God 
is  gracious  :  Jesus  came  to  save 
sinnei's. 

•  *  .  # 

Dear  Cynthia,  said  Amclii,  witj, 
tears  dropping  from  lier  eyes,  I  |)(>1 
lieye  wliat  you  say.  The  peace  of 
your  mind  beams  in  your  counte¬ 
nance  the  joys  of  religion  sparkle 
in  your  eyes.  I  see  your  cheerful^ 
nes3,  and  often  tloes  my  wicked 
heart,  envy  your  hapjiincss.  I  am 
afflicted  with  your  recital ;  your  esl 
ample  long- has  reproved  me  ;  your 
words  now  take  strong  hold  of  .  my 
mind.  Oh  !  that  the  resolution* 
whicli  now  start  in  mv  breast,  miflit 
always  fccm  as  important  to  my 
soul ;  to  change,  my  course  of  ilfc 
— to  prepare  for  the  solemnities  of 
death — to  make  .God  my  friend, 
Clirlst  my  Saviour  from  wrath  to 
come. 

O  MT  friend,  I  am  ready  to  cry 
w;hat  shall  I  do  lo  be  saved  ?  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner. 

Trust  not,  said  Cynthia,  to  your 
own  resolutions  ;  but  believe  and 
trust  in  God  ;  you  can  keep  them 
only  by  hi^j  grace.  My  prajera 
will  be  for  you.  1  must  go.  A- 
dieu. 


CoMMuyicATioNS  fov  the  Ucli^ 
giou%  and  Moral  GazcttCy  free  of 
/losta^ey  will  be  gratefully  recciv- 
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